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Sakamoto Ryoma played a leading role in realizing the Meiji Restoration. While
he was learning Kenjutsu in Edo at the age of 18, Ryoma saw Commodore Perry’s
four black ships. He began to think about the future of this country under pressure
from great powers in the world. He became a member of Katsu Kaisyu’s training
school for the Navy and studied various things, including politics. Ryoma made
great efforts to make Japan a modern country together with other young leaders
such as Saigo Takamori and Katsura Kogoro. They succeeded in forcing the
260-year-old Tokugawa Shogunate to give up its power to the Emperor.  Soon after
that success, however, Ryoma was killed by policemen of the Shogunate. He was
32.
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