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Many people gathered on Saturday to mark the first anniversary of
the eruption of Mount Ontake in central Japan. Fifty-eight people
died in the country’s worst volcanic disaster since World War II.

A memorial service was held at a village near the 3,000-meter-high
mountain in Nagano Prefecture. Bereaved families, police officers
and firefighters offered silent prayers at 11:52 a.m., the exact time of
the eruption.

One participant, who lost her husband, said she regrets her failure to
tell him how grateful she was. She said she wants effective
measures to be implemented to prevent a recurrence.

Of the 110 volcanoes in Japan, 47 are under 24-hour surveillance.
The Meteorological Agency has boosted monitoring by setting up new
observation points around Mount Ontake.

The mountain is popular with hikers. But local tourism is suffering
from the effects of the eruption. The occupancy rates of some hotels
have fallen by up to 70 percent.
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